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Case study
Matéo,  a  2-year-old  with  no  medical  history,  presented  to  the  emergency  department  for
a  fracture  of  the  lower  extremity  of  the  distal  quarter  of  the  two  right  forearm  bones  after
he  fell  from  his  full  height  (Fig.  1).  He  made  good  progress  following  immobilisation  with  a
plaster  cast  extending  from  above  the  elbow  to  the  hand  for  a  45-day  period.  Nonetheless,
a  follow-up  radiograph  was  requested  for  3  months  after  the  initial  fracture.  The  follow-up
radiograph  showed  cortical  punched  out  lytic  lesions,  a few  millimetres  in  size,  one  in  the
distal  radial  metaphysis  and  three  others  in  the  mid-diaphysis  of  the  same  bone  (Fig.  2).
The  patient  was  asymptomatic  and  the  forearm  examination  was  unremarkable.  Computed
tomography  of  the  forearm  was  then  carried  out  (Fig.  3).
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Figure 1. Anteroposterior and lateral radiographs of the right
wrist on the day of the trauma showing a fracture of the distal
quarter of the two forearm bones.
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wrist 3 months after the fracture demonstrating the presence of
lacunae in the radial metaphysis and diaphysis.igure 3. Two successive coronal plane CT views of the two bones of 
he presence of lacunae in the radial metaphysis and diaphysis.igure 2. Anteroposterior and lateral radiographs of the rightthe right forearm three months after the fracture, demonstrating
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What is your diagnosis?
On  reading  the  case  study,  which  of  the  following  would  be
your  diagnosis?
• subacute  osteomyelitis;
• post-traumatic  cyst-like  lesion;
• langerhans  cell  histiocytosis;
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chondromas;
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